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Karnataka Assembly Elections 2018

Polling for the 15th Assembly elections in Karnataka will be held on May 12 and the
counting of votes will be done on May 15. The nomination process will start from April 17
to April 24. On April 25, the nomination papers will be scrutinized and the nominations
will be withdrawn on April 27. Congress President Rahul Gandhi and BJP's national
president Amit Shah and Prime Minister Narendra Modi are in full form with regard to the
elections. Continuous election railly are being held by both the parties, Congress and BJP.
The current election is being contested under the leadership of Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah. The BJP has declared former Chief Minister BS Yeddyurappa as its Chief
Minister's candidate. The third important role would be of JD(S).

The 14th Vidhan Sabha which was held in 2013 in which the Congress got 122 seats and
36 percent of the votes. BJP got 20 percent votes and 40 seats and JD (S) got 20.20 percent
votes and 40 seats. The Samajwadi Party also managed to get 1 seat with 0.6 percent
votes. The Karnataka Janata Party, which was Jded by former Chief Minister BS
Yeddyurappa, got 6 seats with 9.8 percent votes. BS Yeddyurappa is the BJP's candidate
for the BJP in 2018.

Badagara Workers Rattla Congress got 4 seatstand 2.7 percent votes and Karnataka
Makkal Party got 0.2 per cent votes and 1 seat and-Sarvodaya Karnataka Party 0.5 percent
votes and one seat. Independents got 0.5 percent votes and 9 seats.

Earlier, in 2008, the government has formed by winning the 110 seats under the
leadership of BJP's BS Yeddyurappa.Karnataka assembly ha 224 .Polestrat Survey and Urid
Media got to know voters mood and their-opinion regarding the 2018 Assembly elections.
In view of the Opinion 2008 and 2013 assembly election results and current political
condition of voters, before the enrollment process begins, the BJP, Congress and JD(S) are
not getting the full majority in the existing condition. In Karnataka elections, Lingayat,
whose populationis 17%, will be played very vital role.The Bharatiya Janata Party, after all
the contradiction, is also contesting the election under YS Yeddyurappa leadership, who
contested the assembly elections in 2013 against BJP. BS Yeddyurappa is known as the
powerful leader of Lingayat.

In order to make Lingayat in his favor, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has given separate
Lingayat religious recognition and has sent the proposal to the Central Government.

Due to the political influence of Lingayat, 10-12 MPs are electedin in 28 Lok Sabha seats.
In 2014, Modi wave did not get along with Lingayat influential leader Yeddyurappa, the
Bharatiya Janata Party won 19 seats in 2009, it decreased to 17.

According to the religious equation, 83% Hindus, 12% Muslim, 4% are Christian or other
Jain and Buddhist people related to religion. Apart from religion, there are lingayats 17%,
Muslim 149%, Vokkaliga 16%, kokubas, 8%, SC + ST 18%, obc 14%, brahmains and other
forward class 9%, christen 4%. The whole election is being fought on caste and religious
polarization rather than development.
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On the opinion of voters and election results on all"points of cast, religious, political
equation etc, it seems that both the BJP and Congress will-not get a full majority. BJP may
get 105 and Congress 100 seats. JD(S) and others are likely to get 17 or 2 seats.
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If the Lingayat and Dalit voters turn towards the BJP during the elections, then a majority
government can be formed. But Lingayat will also have an important role in forming the
government.
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If Congress succeeds in connecting Lingayat, Dalit and upper caste voters, then it can get
majority and 117 seats.
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If there is a division in Lingayat, then with the Dalit and Muslim, JD(S) can get 49 seats,
which will play a decisive role in forming the government.



